
There is an ongoing shortage of naƟve seed for restoraƟon of disturbances in naƟve grasslands.  Some of the 
naƟve grass and forb species required can only be obtained through harvesƟng the seed from intact naƟve 
plant communiƟes.  Examples include plains rough fescue, mountain rough fescue, western porcupine grass, 
needle-and-thread grass, and other key naƟve grasses and forb species. 

Wild harvesƟng is a process which strips mature seed from the reproducƟve structure of the plant by hand or 
by mechanical means, leaving the leaf and root structures intact.  In addiƟon, a porƟon of the stripped seed is 
dropped to the ground which disperses mature seed and contributes to the naƟve seedbank. 
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ThereÊareÊnaƟveÊseedÊharvesƟngÊpracƟƟonersÊwithÊtheÊnaƟveÊplantÊidenƟficaƟonÊskills,ÊharvesƟngÊequipment,Ê
storage,ÊandÊprocessingÊexperƟseÊrequiredÊtoÊwildÊharvestÊnaƟveÊseed.ÊÊTheyÊareÊawareÊofÊspecificÊspeciesÊthatÊareÊ
requiredÊforÊcurrentÊandÊfutureÊrestoraƟonÊprojectsÊandÊacƟvelyÊlookÊforÊintactÊgrasslandsÊthatÊmightÊhaveÊtheseÊ
species. 

AÊharvesterÊwillÊcontactÊtheÊlandholderÊtoÊdetermineÊifÊthereÊisÊinterestÊorÊpotenƟalÊforÊaÊnaƟveÊseedÊharvestÊ
opportunity.ÊÊTheÊharvesterÊwill: 

Þ AskÊpermissionÊtoÊscoutÊaÊspecificÊproperty,ÊdiscussÊbestÊaccessÊandÊtravelÊroutesÊandÊnegoƟateÊtheÊ
appropriateÊmethodÊofÊtravel.ÊÊThisÊcouldÊincludeÊbyÊtruck,ÊallÊterrainÊvehicleÊorÊbeÊlimitedÊtoÊfootÊtraffic.Ê 

Þ IfÊpermissionÊisÊgranted,ÊscoutÊtheÊpropertyÊandÊassessÊharvestÊpotenƟal,ÊidenƟfyÊpotenƟalÊharvestÊsitesÊ
andÊtargetÊspeciesÊavailable.Ê 

IfÊscouƟngÊresultsÊinÊtheÊdesireÊtoÊpursueÊharvesƟngÊanÊarea,ÊanÊopenÊdiscussionÊwillÊoccurÊwithÊtheÊlandholderÊandÊ
theÊCodeÊofÊPracƟceÊforÊNaƟveÊSeedÊHarvesƟngÊwillÊbeÊshared.ÊTheÊCodeÊofÊPracƟceÊhasÊbeenÊdevelopedÊbyÊtheÊ
SouthernÊAlbertaÊNaƟveÊSeedÊCollaboraƟve. 

TheÊInformaƟonÊPortalÊonÊtheÊGrasslandÊRestoraƟonÊForumÊwebsiteÊ(www.grasslandrestoraƟonforum.ca)ÊincludesÊaÊ
secƟonÊdedicatedÊtoÊnaƟveÊseedÊharvesƟngÊalongÊwithÊaÊwealthÊofÊresourcesÊrelevantÊtoÊlandholders.ÊÊTheÊSouthernÊ
AlbertaÊNaƟveÊSeedÊCollaboraƟveÊwebÊpageÊresidesÊonÊtheÊGRFÊwebsiteÊasÊwell. 
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Some of the topics for discussion may include but are not limited to: 

· Harvest method (i.e. mechanical or hand harvest) —Êtypically,ÊthereÊareÊtwoÊtypesÊofÊlowÊimpactÊ
mechanicalÊseedÊharvestersÊusedÊtoÊharvestÊseedÊwhileÊleavingÊtheÊforageÊintact.ÊÊTheseÊincludeÊaÊbrushÊ
stripperÊheaderÊmountedÊonÊtheÊfrontÊendÊloaderÊofÊaÊsmallÊtractor,ÊorÊaÊpull-typeÊbrushÊstripperÊheaderÊ
thatÊisÊgenerallyÊpulledÊbyÊanÊall-terrainÊvehicleÊ(ATV)ÊorÊsmallÊtractor.ÊÊAÊhandheldÊbrushÊstripperÊ(whichÊ
operatesÊsimilarlyÊtoÊaÊweedÊtrimmer)ÊcanÊbeÊusedÊbutÊisÊbestÊsuitedÊforÊsmallerÊareasÊofÊseedÊcollecƟon.Ê 

· PotenƟal physical impacts to the land —ÊprimarilyÊƟreÊtracksÊassociatedÊwithÊmechanicalÊharvestÊ
equipment.ÊÊInÊtheÊdryÊmixedÊgrasslandsÊtracksÊtypicallyÊfadeÊwithinÊaÊyearÊorÊsoÊdependingÊonÊmoistureÊ
availability.ÊÊTracksÊinÊroughÊfescueÊgrasslandsÊtypicallyÊtakeÊlongerÊtoÊfadeÊandÊmayÊbeÊvisibleÊforÊseveralÊ
years.ÊÊThisÊmayÊbeÊdueÊtoÊincreasedÊliƩerÊdepthÊandÊtheÊsizeÊofÊtheÊplantÊcrownsÊandÊdoesÊnotÊconsƟtuteÊ
soilÊdisturbanceÊorÊruƫng.Ê 

· Field inspecƟonsÊ—ÊinformÊtheÊlandholderÊofÊtheÊesƟmatedÊnumberÊofÊfieldÊinspecƟonsÊrequiredÊtoÊ
monitorÊseedÊmaturaƟonÊandÊharvestÊƟming.ÊÊAtÊaÊminimum,Ê3ÊtoÊ4ÊinspecƟonsÊwillÊlikelyÊbeÊrequired.ÊÊThisÊ
canÊvaryÊwithÊlocalÊweatherÊcondiƟons. 

  Pull-type Harvester & Harvested Seed in a Hopper 
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· Harvest window(s)Ê–ÊforÊcoolÊseasonÊgrassesÊtheÊwindowÊisÊtypicallyÊlateÊJuneÊtoÊlateÊ
July.ÊÊForÊwarmÊseasonÊgrassesÊtheÊwindowÊisÊtypicallyÊmidÊAugustÊtoÊearlyÊOctober.ÊÊ
TheÊForbÊseedÊharvesƟngÊwindowÊmayÊrunÊfromÊAprilÊtoÊNovember,ÊdependingÊonÊtheÊ
speciesÊbeingÊharvested.ÊÊ 

· Livestock management concernsÊ–Êi.e.ÊwhetherÊthereÊwillÊbeÊlivestockÊpresentÊorÊ
absentÊduringÊtheÊharvestÊwindow.Ê 

· Access routes and staging areas –ÊconfirmÊaccessÊroutes/trailsÊandÊstagingÊ
areas. 

· Landholder compensaƟonÊ–ÊthereÊareÊseveralÊopƟonsÊavailableÊtoÊaddressÊ
eachÊuniqueÊproject. 

· Safety precauƟonsÊ–ÊincludingÊgoingÊoverÊtheÊEmergencyÊResponseÊPlanÊ
appropriateÊforÊtheÊacƟvityÊbeingÊundertakenÊandÊequipmentÊcleaningÊ
protocols. 

· WriƩen agreement –ÊtheÊopƟonÊofÊaÊsignedÊwriƩenÊagreementÊregardingÊ
theÊharvestÊacƟvityÊmayÊbenefitÊbothÊtheÊlandholderÊandÊtheÊharvester. 

TheÊseedÊisÊdried,ÊanyÊvegetaƟveÊmaterialsÊsuchÊasÊchaffÊandÊstrawÊareÊ
removed,ÊthenÊcleanedÊofÊunwantedÊspeciesÊpriorÊtoÊstorageÊinÊdry,ÊcoolÊ
orÊfrozenÊcondiƟons. 
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** Special thanks for photos contributed by EnviroScapes, Gramineae Services, 
Grumpy’s Greenhouse & Gardens, Kestrel Research Inc. and Skinner Native Seeds ** 

Seed Cleaning Equipment, Native Seed Grown into Plugs at a Nursery 
& Tractor Driven No Till Seeder 


